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REPORT  OF  THE 


TREASURER  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TROSTEES. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Brooklyn  Library  : 

The  Trustees  present  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of  the 
Institution  for  the  current  year,  ending  February  29,  1884: 


TREASURER’S  STATEMENT. 


Cr.  Balance  February  28,  1SS3 . 

$10,312 

86 

Endowment  Fund  Subscription . 

7,000 

00 

Interest  on  Deposit  .  . 

340 

14 

Gross  Income  from  Library  Building . 

12 

00 

“  No.  193  Montague  street 

2,649 

96 

“  “  No.  201 

3.59° 

00 

$23,904 

96 

Dr.  General  Expense  Account . 

$3H 

86 

Expense  Account  No.  193  Montague  street. 

104 

36 

“  “  No.  201 

1S1 

96 

Investment,  Mortgage  and  Interest . 

7,060 

67 

Payments  to  Board  of  Directors,  viz: 

Income  of  White  Fund . 

1,500 

00 

Martin  Fund . 

600 

00 

Can*  Bequest . 

300 

00 

General  Funds . . 

3.295 

75 

Appropriation  for  Books . 

2,353 

75 

for  Binding . 

1,708 

S3 

for  Repairs . 

3,933 

92 

2i,35i 

10 

Balance  February  29,  1S84 . 

$2,553 

86 

The  Items  of  General  Expense  are 

AS  FOLLOWS: 

Department  of  City  Works,  Water  Rates . 

$66 

00 

American  Bank  Note  Company,  Printing  Certificates 

39 

50 

Fire  Insurance  Premium . 

61 

35 

Law  Expenses,  Examining  Titles,  etc . 

r45 

01 

$311  86 

The  Income  Accounts  of  the  Office  Buildings  are  as  follows: 

A To.  193  Montague  Street. 


Gross  Rentals  collected .  $2,649  96 

Less  Gas .  §22  05 

Repairs . 16  06 

Commissions .  66  25 

-  104  36 

Balance  net  income .  $2,545  60 
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No.  201  Montague  Street. 

Gross  Rentals  collected,  including  item  of  $100  arrears  heretofore 


in  suit .  $3,590  00 

Less  Gas .  $30  30 

Repairs .  64  41 

Commissions .  87  23 

-  1 8 1  96 


Balance  net  income .  $3,408  04 


The  present  rent-roll  is  $6,290.  There  are  no  vacant  offices, 
and  no  arrears  of  present  tenants.  An  additional  sum  of  $12 
has  been  received  for  the  occasional  use  of  rooms  in  the  Library 
Building,  as  appears  elsewhere. 

The  General  Income  Account  stands  as  follows: 


Dr.  Balance  February  28,  18S3 .  ?994  50 

General  Expenses,  as  per  statement .  31 1  86 

Payments  to  James  L.  Morgan,  Jr.,  Treasurer,  viz.  : 

For  Income  of  Special  Funds  .  2,400  00 

For  Income  of  General  Funds .  3,295  75 


$7,002  11 

Cr.  Balance  Income  Account,  No.  193  Montague  st. .  $2,545  60 
“  “  “  No.  201  Montague  st. .  3,408  04 


“  “  “  Library  Building .  12  00 

Interest  received  on  Deposits .  340  14 

- 6,305  78 

Dr.  Balance  February  29,  1S84 . . . . . .  $696  33 


Note — The  above  balance  represents  Insurance  Premium  paid  in  advance  to 
March  1  and  December  28,  1886,  on  the  various  property  of  the  Library. 

Additional  collections  to  the  amount  of  $7,000  have  been  made 
during  the  year  for  account  of  the  Permanent  Endowment  Fund 
Subscription,  increasing  the  total  collection  to  $82,425.  Further 
appropriations  and  payments,  pursuant  to  the  conditions  of  the 
subscription,  have  been  made  as  follows  : 


For  Purchase  of  Books .  $2,353  75 

Binding . 1,708  83 

Repairs  and  Alterations  of  Library  Building .  3,933  92 

Mortgage  Investment .  7,060  67 


To  represent  the  amounts  drawn  from  the  Permanent  Endow¬ 
ment  Fund  Subscription  for  permanent  investment  other  than  those 
represented  by  the  White  Fund  and  Martin  Fund,  the  sum  of 
$15,500  has  been  transferred  to  the  General  Fund  of  the  Library, 
increasing  it  to  $30,617.60,  and  there  consequently  remains  unap¬ 
propriated  of  the  Permanent  Endowment  Fund  Subscription  the 
sum  of  $2,310.86. 

The  Mortgage  Investment  represents  a  first  mortgage  on 
improved  real  estate  on  Hanson  place  valued  at  $11,000. 
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The  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Trustees  is  as  follows  : 


Cash . 

Investment  Account . 

Mortgage  Investment . 

Real  Estate,  No.  193  Montague  street . 

Library . 

“  No.  201  Montague  street  . . 

Furniture  and  Fixtures . 

General  Income  Account . 

Building  Fund . 

Book  Fund . 

General  Fund .  . 

Endowment  Fund  Subscription,  Balance . 

Art  Fund . . . 

White  Fund . . . 

Martin  Fund . 

Cary  Bequest . . 


§2,553  86 
600  00 
7,060  67 
37,000  00 
151,863  45 
32,814  76 
11,087  S9 
696  33 

$169,161  00 
587  50 
30,617  60 
2,310  S6 
1,000  00 
25,000  00 
10,000  00 
5,000  00 

$243,676  96  $243,676  96 


The  insurances  upon  the  Library  Property  are  unchanged  in 
amount,  but  by  reason  of  substituting  new  policies  in  certain 
cases,  the  termination  of  820,000  is  extended  to  December  28, 
1886.  The  remainder  runs  to  March  1,  1S86. 


On  Library  Building . .  $80,000  00 

Books,  etc .  70,000  00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  .  7, 500  00 

No.  193  Montague  street .  20,000  00 

No.  201  Montague  street .  20,000  00 


Total .  $197,500  00 


Which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

JAMES  H.  FROTHINGHAM, 

Treasure?'. 

Brooklyn,  March  13,  1SS4. 


Examined  and  found  correct, 


TAMES  P.  WALLACE, 
ADRIAN  VAN  SINDEREN, 


?-  Auditing ■  Committee. 
)  * 
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Twenty-sixth  Annual  Meeting, 


The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Meeting-  of  the  Brooklyn  Library  was  held  in  the 
Ladies’  Reading  Room  of  the  Library  on  Thursday  evening,  March  27th,  1884, 
the  President,  Mr.  William  Augustus  White,  in  the  Chair. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  S.  B.  Chittenden, 
Jr.,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Frank  Lyman  was  asked  to  act  as 
Secretary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  James  L.  Morgan,  Jr.,  read  his  report,  which  was  duly 
accepted  on  motion. 

Then  followed  the  reading  of  the  Twenty- sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  by  the  President,  Mr.  White,  who  closed  by  inviting  the  attention 
of  the  members  to  some  historical  reminiscences  by  Mr.  James  P.  Wallace,  the 
reputed  father  and  constant  friend  of  the  Library. 

Before  hearing  Mr.  Wallace’s  address,  the  President’s  report  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  J.  H.  Frothingham,  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  usual  number  of 
copies  directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

After  the  reading  of  Mr.  Wallace’s  Reminiscences  (for  the  text  of  which  see 
pages  26  to  35  of  this  Report),  the  Rev.  Dr.  Farley,  who  had  been  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Wallace  as  furthering  the  early  development  of  the  Library,  was  invited 
by  the  President  to  supplement  Mr.  Wallace’s  interesting  paper. 

Dr.  Farley  began  by  telling  of  the  deep  interest  he  had  always  felt  in  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Library  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  He  proceeded  to 
describe  the  chance  which  had  brought  the  affairs  of  the  Library  into  the  able 
hands  of  Mr.  S.  B.  Noyes,  and  how  it  happened  that  it  was  the  speaker’s  good 
fortune  to  introduce  him  to  the  Directors  some  twenty-five  years  since.  Dr. 
Farley  then  paid  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  services  which  Mr.  Noyes  had 
rendered  the  Library,  through  his  untiring  industry  and  skill,  commending  in  the 
highest  terms  the  excellent  catalogue  which  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of  all 
lovers  of  books  ;  a  catalogue  which  to  every  worker  in  the  field  of  literature  must, 
by  its  systematic  arrangement  and  extensive  analytic  annotations,  be  of  great 
sendee. 

Dr.  Farley  concluded  his  remarks  by  an  allusion  to  the  small  balance  shown 
by  the  report  of  the  Treasurer.  He  felt  that  the  time  had  come  when  a  fresh 
demand  should  be  made  on  the  community  to  again  come  forward  and  place  the 
Library  on  a  more  substantial  financial  footing.  It  was  a  disgrace,  he  said,  that 
in  a  city  of  Brooklyn’s  size,  force,  and  importance,  so  useful  an  institution  should 
be  crippled  by  insufficient  means,  and  he  suggested,  in  conclusion,  that  an  effort 
in  this  direction  should  be  made  to-night,  which,  he  felt  assured,  would  meet 
with  the  same  generous  response  that  had  met  a  similar  appeal  in  the  days 
described  by  Mr.  Wallace. 
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The  President,  Mr.  White,  remarked  that  he  felt  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
were  alive  to  the  needs  and  claims  of  the  Library,  but  he  doubted  the  expedien¬ 
cy  of  pressing  them  on  the  community  at  the  present  time  owing  to  the  existing 
depression  in  business  ;  he  hoped,  however,  that  a  favorable  occasion  would 
soon  present  itself.  He  then  suggested  that,  as  Dr.  Farley  had  spoken  for 
older  members,-  some  younger  man  should  be  heard  from,  and  called  upon  Mr. 
R.  R.  Bowker  to  say  something  in  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Bowker  spoke  of  the  valuable  work  done  by  the  Library,  and  humorously 
suggested  that  the  chief  risk  was  that  the  city  might  be  made  too  proud  and 
become  light-headed  if  the  old  rate  of  advance  were  maintained.  That  Brook¬ 
lyn  had  already  identified  itself  with  many  valued  progressive  movements — she 
was  proud  of  her  Mayor,  the  Bridge,  and  had  much  to  hold  up  to  her  sister  city 
for  imitation.  lie  spoke  then  of  the  catalogue,  which  occupied  a  unique  place 
among  similar  productions,  and  said  the  second  volume  had  come  to  him 
as  a  boon  while  carrying  on  his  work  abroad.  It  was  the  key  that  in  its  line 
had  unlocked  many  difficult  problems,  and  served  to  stimulate  the  attacking  of 
others. 

Mr.  Bowker  further  spoke  of  how  the  uniformly  able  and  catholic  selection  of 
books,  made  under  the  directibn  of  Mr.  Noyes,  had  largely  contributed  to  the 
value  of  the  catalogue,  and  given  it  its  typical  position.  That  the  aim  had  been 
to  construct  a  library  representing  each  and  all  departments,  and  that  the  choice 
and  selections  had  been  broad  and  judicious,  and  not  special  or  one  sided. 

That  the  building,  moreover,  was  commodious  and  well  suited  to  its  members’ 
needs.  The  already  important  work  so  well  begun  should  be  further  extended, 
and  the  people  trained  to  appreciate  the  value  of  a  great  Public  Library,  and  this 
should  be  the  present  aim  of  the  direction,  so  that  when  the  time  arrived  the 
Library  might  be  turned  over  to  the  public  in  the  strongest  condition  possible. 

Mr.  Bowker  ventured  to  hope,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Library  would  be  fitly 
represented  at  the  joint  convention  to  be  held  this  summer  at  Toronto  by  the 
English  and  American  Library  Associations. 

The  Chair  then  invited  remarks  from  any  one  else,  and  Mr.  Wallace  spoke 
briefly  on  the  subject  of  a  Public  Free  Library.  That  desirable  as  this  might  be, 
he  did  not  wish  the  impression  to  go  abroad  that  the  Directors  sought  to  turn 
over  to  the  city  the  trust  that  had  devolved  on  them.  That  the  members  had 
privileges  and  enjoyments  which  in  the  event  of  the  Library  becoming  a  public 
institution,  would  have  to  be  surrendered,  and  that  the  change  would  involve 
some  sacrifice  to  most  of  the  present  membership. 

The  Chair  stated  that  undoubtedly  the  transfer  to  the  city,  when  made,  must 
be  done  at  some  personal  sacrifice  to  the  present  members,  but  if  it  were  shown 
that  a  greater  good  were  rendered  to  a  greater  number  Jie  had  no  doubt  the  sac¬ 
rifice  would  be  cordially  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frothingham,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Wallace  for  his  in¬ 
teresting  and  valuable  historical  sketch  was  passed,  and  the  meeting  then  ad¬ 
journed. 
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To  the  Members  of  the  Brooklyn  Library  : 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  the  Board  of  Directors  herewith  submit  their  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year  and  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  the  Library. 

The  use  of  the  Library  by  its  members  has  been  very  sat¬ 
isfactory,  and  there  has  been  a  steady  gain  both  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  of  work  done  by  the  Institution.  There  has 
also  been  a  moderate  gain  in  the  number  of  members  and  of 
receipts  from  membership,  but  the  Board  still  feels  that  the 
greatest  need  of  the  Institution  is  its  use  by  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  members.  There  are  thousands  of  families  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  to  whom  the  Library  would  be  worth  in  the  way  of  in¬ 
formation,  education,  and  relaxation,  more  than  the  cost  of 
membership,  and  whose  pecuniary  support  would  add  great¬ 
ly  to  the  strength  and  attractiveness  of  the  Library,  but  who 
neither  help  nor  are  helped  by  the  Library.  Its  work  ought 
to  be  nearly  doubled  among  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  for 
the  use  of  its  privileges. 

To  bring  about  this  result  and  overcome  this  inertia  on 
the  part  of  the  great  outside  public,  the  present  members 
could,  if  they  would,  contribute  very  materially  by  using 
their  personal  influence  to  interest  others  in  the  Institution. 

CIRCULATION. 

Taking  up  the  Library  work  in  detail  the  circulation  of 
books  for  home  reading  during  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1883,  has  been,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  : 


1SS2. 

18S3. 

Volumes. 

Volumes. 

First  quarter . 

30,951 

Second  quarter . 

.  24,053 

27,637 

Third  quarter . 

.  17,871 

19,161 

Fourth  quarter . 

.  25,542 

25,920 

Total  for  the  year . 

.  95,294 

103,669 
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These  figures  show  a  gain  for  the  year  in  circulation  of 
8,375  volumes  over  the  preceding  year.  Since  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  calendar  year  the  two  months  of  January  and 
February  show  a  circulation  this  year  of  20,847  volumes  as 
against  19,831  volumes  last  year. 

The  largest  number  of  volumes  put  in  circulation  on  any 
one  day  was  682  on  February  17th;  the  smallest  77,  on  May 
24th. 

The  circulation  is  always  lightest  in  the  summer  months ; 
it  goes  on  increasing  through  the  Autumn  and  Winter  till  it 
reaches  it  maximum  in  Spring,  to  be  followed  again  by  its 
minimum  in  Summer. 

As  between  the  days  of  the  week  Saturday  is  always  the 
busiest,  averaging  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  the  others — 
Monday  comes  next. 

The  average  number  of  books  taken  out  by  each  member 
during  the  year  was  33.  The  use  of  the  Library  by  the  an¬ 
nual  members  is  more  active  than  by  the  Permanent  and 
Life  Members,  and  would  doubtless  average,  except  in  July 
and  August,  a  book  a  week  to  each  annual  member. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  use  of  books  in  the  Library  for  reference  is  fully  as 
important  a  feature  of  the  Library’s  work  as  the  home  read¬ 
ing.  Last  Summer  shelves  were  erected  on  two  sides  of  the 
Library  hall,  on  which  were  placed  for  direct  access  by 
members  such  books  of  reference  as  are  most  frequently 
wanted,  such  as  encyclopedias,  dictionaries,  atlases,  bound 
volumes  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York  newspapers,  etc.  This 
change  has  been  found  a  great  convenience  by  members,  and 
has  been  liberally  availed  of,  as  the  condition  of  the  binding 
of  some  of  the  books  eloquently  testifies.  The  total  num¬ 
ber  of  books  consulted  in  the  Library  is  estimated  at  52,000, 
making  a  total  use  in  circulation  and  reference  of  155,000  vol¬ 
umes  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  use  of  periodicals  and 
newspapers  in  the  Reading  Room. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Directors  to  maintain  for  the  Library 
the  reputation  it  has  won  of  being  one  of  the  best  “working” 
Libraries  in  the  country  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  Library  where 
men,  who  have  literary  work  to  do,  can  do  it  to  the  best  ad- 
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vantage.  It  is  a  great  advantage  to  our  Library  for  this 
purpose  that  it  is  made  available  and  accessible  by  its  print¬ 
ed  catalogue,  supplemented  annually  by  several  bulletins  of 
additions.  The  continual  testimony  on  the  part  of  other  li¬ 
braries  to  the  usefulness  of  our  catalogue  certainly  proves 
that  both  the  selection  of  the  books  and  the  plan  of  the  cat¬ 
alogue  were  wisely  made. 

BINDING  AND  BULLETINS. 

During  the  year,  482  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Li¬ 
brary  by  binding  up  periodicals,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  etc., 
and  2,656  volumes  have  been  re-bound.  The  total  expendi¬ 
ture  for  bindinghas  been  $1,925.73.  Nearly  all  the  files  of  the 
Brooklyn  newspapers  have  now  been  bound,  and  these  im¬ 
portant  depositories  of  local  history  are  now  made  safe  and 
accessible.  The  more  important  New  York  newspapers 
ought  also  to  be  bound  up  for  preservation  as  well  as  facili¬ 
ty  of  reference,  but  the  income  of  the  Library  is  so  limited 
that  much  very  desirable  work  has  to  be  left  undone,  because 
it  is  pecuniarily  entirely  unremunerative. 

The  number  of  volumes  covered  during  the  year  was 
12,610. 

Bulletin  No.  18  of  additions  to  the  Library  was  published 
December  1st,  and  Bulletin  No.  19  March  1st.  They  embrace 
to  a  certain  extent  notes  and  comments  on  the  more  im¬ 
portant  books.  The  bulletins  have  been  sent  free  to  all 
members  and  to  several  thousand  non-members,  at  a  total 
cost  of  about  $700. 

The  problem  of  attracting  the  attention  of  people  to  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  Library  without  going  to  undue 
expense  is  a  serious  one.  The  Library  Committee  has 
thought  the  free  circulation  of  these  bulletins  the  cheapest 
and  best  form  of  advertising. 

Members  who  desire  more  information  about  books  or  on 
any  literary  subject  than  is  given  in  the  Catalogue  and  Bul¬ 
letins,  will  always  find  the  Librarian  ready  and  happy  to  as¬ 
sist  them. 
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The  additions  to  the  Library  have  been  in  detail  : 


BOOKS. 

Number  of 

Volumes, 

March  29,  1SS3. 

Additions, 

1S83-S4. 

Worn  out  and 

sold,  1SS3-S4. 

Net  additions, 

1SS3-S4. 

Total  number 

of  volumes, 

March  25, 

1884. 

History,  Geography,  Voyages  and 

Travels . 

10,311 

S24 

9 

815 

11, 126 

Biblical,  Religious,  and  Ecclesias- 

tical  Literature . 

4,672 

348 

4 

344 

5,oi6 

Science  and  Industrial  Arts . 

5,256 

478 

5 

473 

5,729 

Biography . 

5,493 

411 

3 

408 

5,901 

Natural  History . 

L544 

105 

1 

104 

1,648 

F  ine  Arts . 

2,335 

146 

1 

145 

2,480 

Collective  Works,  Encyclopedias, 

etc  . 

1,562 

193 

1 

192 

L754 

Philosophy,  Language,  Education, 

pfr  .  . 

2,57i 

303 

303 

2,874 

Political,  Social,  and  Economic 

Seienr.es . 

3,841 

401 

401 

4,242 

Poetry,  the  Drama,  Essays,  etc... 

5,093 

462 

8 

454 

5,517 

Fiction.  ...  . 

14,111 

1,387 

191 

M96 

15,307 

Works  in  Foreign  Languages,  not 

elsewhere  classified . 

9,038 

242 

2 

240 

9,278 

Periodicals  bound  volumes . 

6,025 

217 

217 

6,242 

Miscellaneous  and  duplicates. .... 

2,941 

72 

72 

3,oi3 

Total . 

74.793 

5,589 

225 

5,364 

80,157 

RECAPITULATION. 


Number  of  volumes  reported  last  year . . .  74,793 

Additions,  1883-84 . 5,589 

Deduct  volumes  worn  out  or  sold,  as  above .  225  5,364 

Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  Library .  80,157 


Out  of  the  net  additions . . . 5,364 

There  were  volumes  donated . 543 

Volumes  obtained  by  binding  periodicals  . . . 482  1,025 


Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  at  an  expense  of  $5,098.66 . 4,339 


The  collection  of  books  continues  to  be  made,  as  it  has 
been  from  the  beginning,  on  an  encyclopedic  plan,  embrac¬ 
ing  all  departments  of  thought  and  research,  yet  avoiding 
all  that  is  valued  only  for  sumptuousness  or  rarity.  In  the 
department  of  fiction  the  endeavor  of  the  Librarian  is  that 
no  undesirable  book  shall  be  admitted,  and  he  would  be 
thankful  to  members  if  they  would  call  his  attention  to  any 
book  that  seems  to  them  objectionable. 
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DONATIONS. 

Among  the  principal  individual  donors  to  the  Library 
during  the  past  year,  in  point  of  number  of  volumes,  are  Mr. 
L.  E.  Jones,  the  late  Ebenezer  Thayer,  Dr.  L.  P.  Brockett, 
Dr.  Eugene  Crowell,  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Moore,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Onderdonk,  Jr.  To  Hon.  Darwin  R.  James  and  Hon.  Wm. 
E.  Robinson  we  are  indebted  for  the  gift  of  valuable  public 
documents,  and  the  publishers  of  the  Eagle ,  the  Union ,  and 
the  Times ,  of  this  city,  have  continued  to  favor  us  with 
bound  files  of  those  most  important  publications. 

LIST  OF  DONORS — 1S83-S4. 

Vols.  Pamphl.  Nos. 

Abbott  (Ben j.  V.) .  3 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Young  Men’s  Association  for  Mutual  Im¬ 
provement  .  1 

American  Bible  Society,  New  York .  . .  1 

Canoe  Association,  New  York . .  2 

Colonization  Society,  Washington,  D.  C .  1  14  4 

Institute  of  Mining  Engineers .  1 

Missionary  Association,  New  York . .  1 

Numismatic  Society,  New  York . .  1 

Ames  Free  Library,  North  Easton,  Mass .  2  1 

Astor  Library,  New  York . .  1 

Baldwin  (O.  S.),  Brooklyn,  N.  Y .  1 

Baltimore  Bar  Library .  1 

(City  of) .  I 

Baxter  (J.  N.) .  3 

Baylis  (A.  B.) .  9  73 

Beloit  College . 2 

Bennett  (Alvah  D.) .  3 

Bishop  (Jas.)  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Trenton,  N.  J.  5 

Boston  Public  Library .  1  7 

Record  Commissioners .  2 

Bowdoin  College  Library .  2 

Bradstreet  Press  and  Bindery,  New  York . 1 

Bridgeport,  Ct.  Public  Library . .  .  2 

Brockett  ( Dr .  L.  P.) .  48 

Brookline,  Mass.  Public  Library .  1 

Brooklyn  (City  of).  Boai'd  of  Aldermen .  3 

- - Bureau  of  Charities .  5 

-  -  Board  of  Education .  10 

-  -  Board  of  Elections .  . .  2 

-  -  Comptrollers  Office . . .  3 

-  -  Eire  Department .  I 

-  -  Police  Department .  1 

-  Art  Association .  40 
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Vols.  Pamphl.  Nos. 

Brooklyn  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the 

Poor .  I O 

-  Children's  Aid  Society . 20 

-  City  Hospital .  g 

-  Civil  Service  Reform  Association .  I 

-  Home  for  Aged  Men .  3 

-  Home  for  Consumptives .  1 

-  Orphan  Asylum .  21 

-  Packer  Institute .  1 

-  Polytechnic  Institute . .  1  17 

-  Preparatory  School .  1 

- Rembrandt  Club . . .  I 

-  Republican  General  Committee . .  . .  4 

-  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children..  3 

-  Society  for  Relief  of  Aged,  etc..  Females .  15 

-  South  Brooklyn  Employment  Society .  3 

-  Union  for  Christian  Work .  1 

-  Woman  s  Dispensary  and  Hospital .  1 

Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle . 2 

Brooklyn  Daily  Times .  1 

Brooklyn  Daily  Union- Argus .  .  2 

Butler  (Rev.  J.  G.,  D.D .) .  3 

Campbell  {Mrs.  H.  S.) .  1 

Carr  (Jos.  B.)  New  York  Secretary  of  State .  1 

Carso  ( Miss  Fanny) .  1 

Carter  (James  C.),  New  York . 1 

Cary  (Edward) .  1 

Chadwick  (Rev.  John  W.) .  1 

Chicago  Public  Library .  3 

Chittenden  {Hon.  S.  B.) .  1 

Cincinnati  (City  of).  Board  of  Education .  2 

Cincinnati  (City  of).  Public  Library .  I  2 

Cincinnati  Mercantile  Library  Association .  1 

Clarke  (Wm.  H.) .  1 

Cleveland  Public  Library .  j  7  2 

Columbia,  S.  C.  Department  of  Agriculture . . .  I 

Cooper  Union,  New  York .  9 

Cornell  University .  1 

Cowley  (Hon.  Chas.),  Lowell,  Mass .  1 

Crowell  (Dr.  Eugene) .  50 

Depew  (Chauncey  M.) . 1 

DewTey  (Chester  P.) .  16  22 

Dickinson  (J.  C.) . 2 

Dixwell  (Geo.  Basil),  Boston,  Mass .  1 

Domett  (H.  \V.) .  12 

East  Hampton,  Mass.  Public  Library  Association .  1 

Edison  Company,  New  York .  1 

Ellis  (John,  M.  D.),  New  York .  1 

Engler  (Edward  A.),  New  York .  2 

Fairman  (Ch.  G.),  Supt.  Bis.,  New  York  State .  3 
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Vols.  Pamphl.  Nos. 


Fall  River,  Mass.  Public  Library . * .  1 

Filmer  (John) .  2 

Financial  Reform  Association,  London,  England .  1 

Ford  (Washington  C.) . . .  5 

Foster  (Wm.  E.),  Providence,  R.  1 .  1 

Freyer  {Dr.  Alfred  C.). . .  .  .  . .  1 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York.  .  1  1 

General  Theological  Library,  Boston  .  6 

Guthrie  (Malcolm),  Liverpool,  England .  .  1 

Halifax  (Nova  Scotia).  Library .  .  1 

Harris  Institute,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  — Mrs.  Ellen  M. 

Bosworth,  Librarian . 1 

Harvard  University . .  1  3  21 

Flazard  (Thomas  R.),  Vaucluse,  R.  I . .  1 

Helleberg  (C.  G.),  Cincinnati,  0 .  1 

Herries(Wm.) .  1 

Hewitt  {lion.  Abram  S.) . 1  1 

Hochart  (E.) .  1 

Homans  (B. ),  New  York . 1 

Homes  (Henry  A.),  Albany,  N.  Y .  1 

Hubbard  (Oliver  P.),  New  York .  .  1 

Hutchins  (Alex.,  M.  D .) . .  1 

Independent  (The),  New  York .  1 

Indian  Right  Association,  Philadelphia  .  1 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  Board  of  Education . .  .  1 

Iowa  (State  of) . . . .  1 

Italy.  Department  of  Agriculture .  ...  1 

James  {Hon.  Darwin  R.) . 5  2 

Jenkins  (Wm.  R.),  New  York .  16 

John  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md  .  1 

Jones  (Alfred),  Germantown,  Pa . I 

Jones  (L.  E.) .  7o  180 

Jones  (R.  McKean)  .  2 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Wm.  Sims,  Sec’y .  1 


Keese  (Wm.  L.)  . 

Kentucky  Polytechnic  Society,  Louisville.... 

Kingsley  (Wm.  C.) . 

Koop  (Plerman) .  . 

Kurtz  (D.  Morris),  Ithaca.  N.  Y  . 

Lancaster  (Mass.)  Town  Library . 

Leavitt  (Geo.  A.)  &  Co.,  New  York . 

,  Letch  worth  (Wm.  P.),  Albany,  N.  Y . 

Lewis  ( David  M . ) . 

Leypoldt  (F.),  New  York . 

Lintner  (J.  A.) . 

Liverpool  (England)  Free  Public  Library . . . . 

Low  {Hon.  Seth) . . . 

McDanolds  (James  S.),  N.  J.  State  Librarian 


1 
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Vols.  Pamphl.  Nos. 

Manchester  (England).  Free  Public* Libraries .. . .  i  i 

Manchester,  N.  H.  City  Library .  2 

Marble  (Mortimer) .  2 

Marietta  College .  I 

Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity.  2 

State  Library .  I 

May  (Geo.  Thos. ),  New  York .  2 

Meade  (Geo.),  U.  S.  A . i 

Merriam  (Aug.  C.) .  i 

Michigan  Horticultural  Society .  io 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library,  per  K.  A.  Linderfelt, 

Librarian . i 

Minnesota  (University  of)  . .  i 

Mitchell  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland .  i 

Moffat  {Dr.  J.  L.) .  2 

Moffat  {Dr.  R.  C) .  i 

Moore  (Thos.  S.) . 48 

Morse  (Richard  C.)  Secretary  of  N.  Y.  Y.  M.  C.  A .  1 

Munsell  (\V.  W.),  New  York . 1 

Newburyport,  Mass.,  Public  Library .  1 

New  Church  Publishing  Society,  New  York .  12 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston .  1 

New  Jersey,  per  Geo.  H.  Cook,  State  Geologist .  3  g 

New  Orleans  Times-Democrat .  1 

New  York  Produce  Exchange . .  1  1 

Mercantile  Library  Association . »  3 

Apprentices’  Library .  1 

Historical  Society .  1 

“  Society  for  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled .  1 

‘‘  Society  for  the  .Suppression  of  Vice  . . .  1 

New  York  (State  of).  Adjutant  General. .  1 

State  Charities  Aid  Association .  27 

“  “  Seci'et ary  of  State . .  28 

“  “  Insurance  Department .  1 

New  York  and  New  Jersey  Telephone  Co .  1 

Noyes  (Stephen  B.) .  1 

Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society,  Philadelphia .  1 

Oakland,  California,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. .  1 

Odd  Fellows  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  Cal.. . .  1 

Ohio  Mechanics’  Institute,  Cincinnati .  1 

Onderdonk  (Henry,  Jr.),  Jamaica,  L.  1 .  1  32 

Otterson  {Dr.  J.  C.)  .  2 

Pacini  {Dr.  Phillippe),  per  A.  H.  Studwell .  3 

Patterson  (Calvin)  Sup’t  Public  Instruction,  Brooklyn .  1  1 

Payson  (S.  T.). .  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md .  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass .  1 

Pennsylvania  (University  of),  Philadelphia .  2 

Peoria,  Ill.,  Public  Library .  1 
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Vols.  Pamphl.  Nos. 

Perkins  (Fred.  B.),  San  Francisco,  Cal .  1 

Perkins  (Thos.  A.) .  I 

Perry  (Timothy) .  1 

Philadelphia  Library  Co .  I 

Mercantile  Library .  3 

Phillip’s  Exeter  Academy. . .  1 

Pike  {Col.  Nicholas)  . 7 

Portland,  Oregon,  Library  Association .  3 

Pray  (Joseph  M.) .  1 

Princeton  College  .  1 

Providence,  R.  I.  (City  of) . .  1 

“  Athenaeum .  1 

Public  Library .  3 

Quebec  (Ontario)  Literary  and  Historical  Society .  1 

Quincy  (Mass.)  Public  Library  .  1 

Ramirez  {Prof.  C.) .  2 

Raymond  (Dr.  C.  H.) .  2 

Raymond  (Dr.  J.  H.) .  1 

Robinson  {Hon.  Wm.  E.) .  .  ...  5 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  (University  of) .  3 

Root  &  Tinker,  New  York . 1  1 

Rutgers’  College,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J .  14 

St.  Ignatius’  College,  San  Francisco,  Cal .  1 

St.  Louis  (City  of).  Public  School  Library .  3  1 

St.  Louis  and  San  Francisco  Railroad  Co .  1 

San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Free  Public  Library .  1 

San  Francisco  (Cal.;  Mechanics  Institute . . .  1 

Seventh  Day  Adventist  Publishing  Association,  Battle 

Creek,  Mich .  19  421  12 

Sherwell  {Dr.  S.) . 1 

Shortt  (Wm.A.) .  . .  1  2 

Signet  Library,  Edinburgh,  Scotland .  2 

Simonin  (Prof.  L.  J.)  .  I  2 

Slocum  (F.) . J .  1 

Slote  (Daniel)  &  Co.,  New  York .  1 

Smithmeyer  (T.  L.J,  Washington,  D.  C . .  1 

Smithsonian  Institute . .  .  7  2 

Snively  {Rev.  Wm.  A.)  .  1 

Stephenson  (  Dr.  F.  B.,  U.  S.  Ar.) .  2 

Thayer  (Ebenezer) .  29 

Thompson  (Hubert  O.),  Com’ r  Public  Works,  JV.  Y.  . . . .  1 

Thwing,  (Rev.  Dr.  E.  P.) . 5 

Toledo  (City  of).  Public  Library .  1 

Tucker  (Gilbert  M.),  Albany,  N.  Y .  2 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education .  7  1 

“  Bureau  of  Statistics .  1  2 

Bureau  of  Agriculture .  2 

Chief  of  Engineers .  1 

Department  of  the  Interior . .  35  3  1 
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Vols.  Pamphl.  Nos 

United  States  Department  of  the  Navy .  3 

Department  of  State  .  3  12  1 

Department  of  the  Treasury . .  3  3 

Department  of  War .  g  1  5 

Library  of  Congress .  2  I 

Patent  Office . 14  4  54 

‘ 1  Pension  Office .  1 

“  Surgeon-General' s  Office .  2 

Universite  Laval,  Quebec,  Ontario .  1 

Unknown .  .  1 

Vanderbilt  {Mrs.  Gertrude  L.),  Flatbush,  L.  1 .  15 

Virginia  (University  of).  Richmond,  Va .  1 

Wallace  (James  P.) .  2 

Walters  (W.  T.),  Baltimore,  Md  . .  1 

Warner  (James  I).) .  1 

Washington,  I).  C.  Assembly’s  Presbyterian  Church..  ..  1 

West  {Prof.  Chas.  E.) . 1 

Wheldon  (John),  London,  England . .  2 

White  (W.  A.) .  1 

Wickes  (Stephen,  M.  D.),  Philadelphia  . . .  1 

Wilcox  (H.  K.  W.) .  4 

Williams  College .  .  1 

Windsor  Library  Association .  1 

Woburn  (Mass.)  Public  Library .  2 

Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library .  1 

Yale  College .  .  3 

Zabriskie  (John  L.) . 1 

Total . 543  1,153  207 

MEMBERSHIP. 

During  the  year  ending  March  1,  1884,  1,486  new  annual 
members  have  been  enrolled,  and  1,321  subscriptions  have 
been  discontinued,  leaving  the  membership  of  the  Library  on 
the  1st  of  March  as  follows  : 

Annual  members  (who  have  paid  to  March  1,  1884) .  2,038 

Extra  annual  subscriptions  at  $3.  .  . . . 263 

Life  members  by  payment  of  $100 .  570 

“  “  $50 .  41 

Permanent  members  by  payment  of  $500.  . . .  288 

Total  membership . 3,200 

This  shows  a  total  gain  over  last  year  of — 

Annual  members .  54 

Extra  annual  subscriptions  at  $3 . 26 

Life  members .  10 

Permanent  members .  .  3 

Total .  93 


BROOKLYN  LIBRARY. 


21 


The  gain  in  receipts  from  membership  over  the  same 
twelve  months  in  the  year  previous  is  $796.79. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direct¬ 
ors,  which  was  formerly  made  up  to  the  date  of  the  annual 
meeting,  is  now  for  the  first  time  made  up  only  to  the  1st  of 
March,  so  as  to  make  hereafter  the  financial  year  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  coterminous  with  that  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

CLASSES. 

Classes  have  been  carried  on  in  French  under  the  charge 
of  Prof.  L.  J.  Simonin  ;  German  under  Prof.  J.  Deghuee  : 
Spanish  under  Prof.  Ramirez,  and  Phonography  under  Prof- 
T.  J.  Ellinwood.  The  resulting  net  income  to  the  Library 
from  all  the  classes  has  been  $334.79. 

BRANCHES. 

The  local  deliveries  at  drug  stores  in  various  parts  of  the 
city  have  been  continued.  This  system  is  found  very  useful 
by  our  members  who  reside  at  a  distance  from  the  Library, 
but  it  has  not  resulted  in  bringing  in  as  many  new  members 
as  was  hoped.  Members  wrho  now  find  these  deliveries  a 
convenience  would  help  put  this  system  on  a  firmer  footing 
if  they  would  call  the  attention  of  their  friends  to  the  matter. 
As  already  stated,  the  Library  cannot  afford  to  spend  much 
money  on  advertising. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT  BRANCH. 


There  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  this  Branch. 
The  number  of  readers  there  for  each  month  last  year  was — 


January. . 
February. 
March 

April . 

May. ... 
June . 

July . 

August  . . 
September 
October.  . 
November 
December, 


719 

702 

969 

863 

679 

811 

631 

537 

956 

i,i43 

1,024 

1,112 


Total 


10,226 
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The  number  of  members  subscribing  through  this  Branch 
is  about  180.  With  a  little  effort  on  the  part  of  the  present 
members  it  ought  to  be  feasible  to  increase  this  number  to 
300,  which  would  put  the  Branch  on  a  self-sustaining  foot¬ 
ing.  The  receipts  from  this  Branch  have  been  $771.63. 
The  expenses  on  the  part  of  this  Library  have  been  about 
$900,  exclusive  of  expenditure  for  books.  The  rent  of  the 
room  is  met  by  the  Brooklyn  Library  Association  of  the 
Eastern  District,  and  for  the  ensuing  year  is  at  the  rate  of 
$480  per  annum. 

THE  BUILDING. 

During  the  past  summer,  additional  shelving  for  20,000 
volumes  was  put  up  in  the  Library,  the  wood-work  of  the 
Library  Hall  painted,  and  the  ceiling  and  walls,  that  had 
been  left  unfinished  since  the  building  was  occupied,  were 
decorated.  The  work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Holland  C.  Anthony,  architect.  Although  causing 
considerable  inconvenience  at  the  time  to  the  regular  Library 
work,  the  Library  was  kept  open  to  members  through  it  all, 
excepting  for  two  days  and  a  half,  when  the  floors  were 
being  varnished.  The  total  expense  was  about  $4,000. 

The  only  improvements  that  are  in  contemplation  for  this 
summer  will  cost  from  $1,000  to  $1,500.  When  these  are 
made  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  any  unusual  outlay  on 
the  building  for  several  years,  beyond  what  is  necessary  to 
make  good  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  number  of  people  who  enter  the  building  daily  is  about 
seven  hundred. 

In  order  to  understand  clearly  the  financial  position  of  the 
Library,  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Direct¬ 
ors,  which  you  have  heard,  needs  to  be  supplemented  by 
some  information  as  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Library  are  in  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  who  pay  over  the  income  derived 
from  them  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
These  funds  are  at  present  invested  about  as  follows  : 
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$70,000  in  the  adjacent  Office  Buildings,  yielding  a  net  return  an¬ 


nually  of  about .  $5,6^30 

12,000  in  Bond  and  Mortgage  on  Brooklyn  Real  Estate .  670 

2,000  on  deposit  in  the  Brooklyn  Trust  Company .  40 

$84,000  Total  principal.  Total  income. .  $6,340 

The  receipts  from  annual  members  are  about .  12,000 

The  receipts  from  classes  and  other  sources .  360 

Total  actual  income .  $18,700 


The  expenses  of  the  Library,  to  do  its  work  adequately, 
are  : 


Salaries  (including  the  E.  D.  Branch) . 

Periodicals  and  newspapers . 

Binding . 

Gas,  fuel  and  water . 

Maintenance  of  building  and  furniture . 

Janitor  and  cleaning . 

Insurance . 

Maintaining  Branches . 

Stationery,  postage,  bulletins,  advertising  and  miscellaneous. 


Books,  at  least 


$9,000 

1.500 
1,000 

2.500 
800 

1.500 
500 
700 
900 

$18,400 

5,000 


Total  expenditure . $23,400 

Income . . .  ...  18,700 

Estimated  annual  deficit .  $4,700 


According  to  the  terms  of  the  subscription,  on  which 
$82,425  has  been  collected  during  the  past  two  years,  $10,. 
000  was  to  be  set  aside  for  repairing  and  completing  the 
building,  and  $10,000  for  book  purchases.  The  report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  shows  that  during  the  past 
two  years  he  has  paid  over  to  the  Directors  $8,58 1.09  for  the 
former  purpose,  and  §10,057.87  for  the  latter.  Now  that 
this  source  of  supply  has  been  exhausted,  the  Directors 
must  again  face  the  question  of  obtaining  funds  for  the 
necessary  book  purchases.  In  order  to  meet  the  pressing 
demands  that  are  made  upon  us,  we  must  invest  annually 
in  books  from  $5,000  to  $8,000,  and  we  could  spend  advan¬ 
tageously  §20,000  a  year,  which  for  the  principal  Library  in  a 
city  of  the  size  and  intelligence  of  Brooklyn  does  not  seem 
a  very  large  sum. 
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If  it  prove  impossible  to  raise  an  Endowment  Fund,  the 
interest  on  which  will  enable  us  to  make  the  necessary  book 
purchases,  we  must  at  least  have  an  absolute  donation  of 
$40,000  or  $50,000  to  be  expended  principal  and  interest  in 
books,  which  would  enable  us  to  meet  fairly  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  situation  for  the  next  ten  years.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  well-being  of  a  library  that  its 
growth  should  be  regular,  symmetrical,  and  homogeneous. 
Alternations  of  activity  and  torpidity  are  extremely  undesira¬ 
ble.  While  ever  strengthening  its  foundations  in  the  litera¬ 
ture  of  the  past,  we  must  also  steadily  add  at  the  top  what 
the  present  supplies  of  value.  We  are  building  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  as  well  as  for  our  own  use,  and  much  of  the  work  a 
Library  does  has  a  future  rather  than  a  present  value.  It 
must  all  the  time  be  acquiring  and  preserving  books,  pamph¬ 
lets  and  periodicals  that  will  seldom  be  called  for,  but  when 
they  are  wanted,  are  wanted  badly,  and  can  only  be  looked 
for  in  a  public  library. 

The  work  that  has  been  outlined  is  only  what  is  pressing 
and  imperatively  necessary.  How  much  greater  would  be 
the  utility  and  the  influence  of  the  Library  if  it  could  be 
made  a  great  Public  Free  Library  scarcely  needs  saying,  but 
unfortunately  a  great  deal  of  money  would  be  necessary  to 
produce  this  consummation — the  income  on  a  million  dollars 
at  least.  At  present  the  city  spends  $1,000,000  a  year  on 
its  public  schools,  but  who  can  doubt  that  that  money  is  well 
spent,  that  the  city  as  a  whole  has  received  a  full  return  in 
a  more  intelligent,  orderly  and  useful  population  than  it 
would  otherwise  have  possessed  ?  Does  not  the  expenditure 
for  public  schools  ultimately  lessen  rather  than  increase  the 
rate  of  taxation?  We  believe  that  an  expenditure  of  $60,- 
000  or  $70,000  per  annum  to  make  this  Library  a  free  public 
library  would  make  at  least  an  equal  return,  dollar  for  dol¬ 
lar,  with  that  spent  on  the  public  schools.  It  would  daily 
minister  to  the  education  and  enjoyment  of  thousands  ; 
would  increase  the  value  of  the  labor  of  our  working  classes; 
would  knit  together  more  closely  the  different  parts  of  our 
city,  and  would  raise  appreciably  the  average  of  intelligence 
in  the  community. 
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According  to  a  recent  writer,  the  expenditure  in  the  city 
of  New  York  by  the  city  charities,  other  public  charities, 
churches  and  individuals,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  is  not  less 
than  $8,000,000  annually.  While  these  institutions  do  a 
work  that  appeals  very  strongly  to  the  human  heart,  as  is 
shown  by  the  amount  of  money  they  receive,  is  it  not  certain 
that  the  same  amount  of  money  could  be  better  invested  in 
education  as  a  preventive,  rather  than  in  charity  as  an  allevia- 
tive  of  pauperism?  Instead  of  trying  to  dam  the  flood,  we 
must  seek  to  dry  up  its  sources,  otherwise  its  volume  will 
continually  increase. 

The  report  of  the  New  York  Society  for  the  Suppression 
of  Vice,  in  calling  attention  to  the  cheap  papers  and  pamph¬ 
lets  containing  stories  of  the  real  or  unreal  in  criminal  life 
says  :  “  The  practice  of  flooding  the  country  with  the  blood 
and  thunder  literature  of  the  day  is  cursing  society  and  breed¬ 
ing  criminals  in  every  walk  of  life.  Our  Courts  are  almost 
literally  thronged  with  boy  and  girl  criminals.  We  do  not 
claim  that  all  of  these  are  the  direct  result  of  evil  readme, 
but  from  our  observation  we  believe  that  a  vast  majority 

y  y 

are. 

As  a  preventive  of  pauperism  there  is  no  such  potent  fac¬ 
tor  as  education,  and  as  a  promoter  of  education  we  claim 
that,  after  the  public  schools,  and  supplementing  their  work, 
there  is  no  such  effective  educator  as  a  judiciously  selected 
and  well  administered  Public  Library. 


1859—1883, 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

OF  THE 

Brooklyn  Library, 

BY  MR.  JAMES  P.  WALLACE. 

Read  by  request  at  the  Annual  Meeting ,  on  the  Evening  of  March  27,  1884. 


Mr.  President,  and  Members  of  the  Brooklyn 
Library — The  silver  wedding  of  this  institution  occurred  a 
year  ago,  when  our  President,  Mr.  William  Augustus  White, 
gave  a  brief  account  of  its  origin,  its  growth  and  its  needs. 
Since  then  a  desire  has  been  expressed  for  a  more  extended 
statement,  which  is  presented  this  evening,  gathered  from 
the  records  of  the  Library  and  from  the  memory  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  actors  at  the  time.  Mr.  Lewis  Roberts,  who  was  our 
first  President,  in  his  annual  report  presented  January  13, 
1859,  used  the  following  words  :  “As  early  as  October,  1857, 
the  subject  of  organizing  a  new  library  association,  to  be 
controlled  and  managed  by  the  young  men  of  Brooklyn,  was 
discussed  in  private  by  two  friends  of  the  enterprise,  and  at 
their  personal  solicitation  about  twenty  gentlemen  met  at  the 
Atheneum,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  more  formal  action  on 
the  subject.”  It  is  known  to  all  the  early  members  that  the 
two  friends  whom  Mr.  Roberts  was  too  modest  to  name,  were 
Mr.  Roberts  himself  and  Mr.  James  P.  Wallace,  who  is  still 
a  trustee  of  the  Library.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  two  por¬ 
traits  on  the  walls  of  the  directors’  room,  and  by  letters  re¬ 
lating  thereto,  which  are  printed  in  the  first  and  second  an¬ 
nual  reports.  The  circumstances  were  as  follows :  The 
Atheneum  at  that  time  contained  the  principal  library  of 
Brooklyn,  of  about  4,000  volumes.  It  was  managed  by  a 


28 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Board  of  Brooklyn’s  best  citizens,  who  manifested  a  sincere 
desire  to  promote  the  public  good.  For  some  reason  the 
public  did  not  take  much  interest  in  the  enterprise,  and  it 
was  in  a  languishing  condition. 

Mr.  Wallace  conceived  the  idea  that,  if  the  Library  could 
be  turned  over  to  the  control  and  management  of  young 
men,  they  would  increase  its  growth  and  make  it  more  use¬ 
ful.  He  held  many  interviews  with  stockholders  and  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Atheneum,  and  succeeded  in  securing  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  most  of  them,  provided  an  organization  of  young 
men  could  be  formed  strong  enough  to  give  assurance  of 
success.  Mr.  Wallace  then  proposed  the  subject  to  Mr. 
Roberts,  who  entered  enthusiastically  into  the  scheme,  and 
they  together  set  to  work,  with  a  will,  to  talk  it  up  with 
other  young  men.  The  meeting  of  twenty  gentlemen  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  held  November  19,  1857,  with  Mr.  W.  W. 
Tufts  in  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Orr,  as  Secretary.  Mr. 
Wallace  explained  the  object  of  the  meeting  and  the  pro¬ 
posed  plan.  After  an  interchange  of  views,  it  was  decided 
to  call  a  public  meeting  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements,  consist¬ 
ing  of  Messrs.  Lewis  Roberts,  James  P.  Wallace,  John  S. 
Ward,  Charles  A.  Silliman  and  Charles  Condit  ;  and  all  the 
gentlemen  present  promised  to  do  all  they  could  to  secure  a 
large  attendance.  Messrs.  H.  P.  Journeay,  R.  W.  Ropes, 
Sidney  Sanderson,  Charles  A.  Townsend  and  Dr.  A.  Cook 
Hull  are  recorded  as  speaking  in  favor  of  the  enterprise. 
The  activity  and  zeal  of  the  young  men  were  shown  by  their 
obtaining  in  ten  days  over  six  hundred  signatures  to  the 
call,  and  by  their  distribution  of  a  thousand  cards  of  invita¬ 
tion.  That  meeting  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the  Atheneum, 
and  largely  attended.  Mr.  Wallace  was  invited  to  the  Chair. 
There  were  thirty-five  Vice-Presidents,  of  whom  Mr.  James 
H.  Frothingham  and  Mr.  Alexander  E.  Orr  are  still  active 
in  the  management  of  the  Library.  Rev.  Doctors  Storrs, 
Farley,  Cutler,  and  Lord,  and  Professor  Raymond  accepted 
seats  on  the  platform  and  made  encouraging  remarks.  Mr. 
Roberts  presented  the  plan  proposed  by  the  informal  meet¬ 
ing,  which  was  to  organize  similar  to  the  Mercantile  Library 
of  New  York,  which  was  approved.  A  committee  was 
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appointed  to  draft  a  constitution,  another,  of  one  hundred, 
to  obtain  members  and  donations,  and  another  to  arrange 
for  the  next  meeting.  Over  §1,300  were  pleged  by  those  in 
attendance,  and  the  Chairman  announced  that  the  Mercan¬ 
tile  Library  Association  of  the  City  of  Brooklyn  was  a  fixed 
fact.  That  announcement  was  received  by  a  round  of  ap¬ 
plause  such  as  no  other  than  an  audience  of  enthusiastic 
young  men  could  give.  On  the  17th  of  December  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  committees.  The 
hall  was  well  filled.  Mr.  Albert  B.  Capwell  presided.  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Farley  and  Mr.  George  R.  Bowman  were  ap¬ 
pointed  Secretaries.  The  Committee  of  One  Hundred  re¬ 
ported  through  its  Chairman,  Henry  Hill,  that  the  number 
of  subscribers  was  826,  and  the  amount  of  cash  received  was 
§8,865.  That  was  good  work  for  seventeen  days.  Mr- 
Roberts  submitted  a  draft  of  a  constitution,  which,  with  a 
few  amendments,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  to  hold  the  first  election  on  the  23d  of  the 
same  month.  Rev.  Dr.  Farley  then  addressed  the  meeting, 
congratulating  them  on  the  success  of  the  movement. 

Election. 

The  election  was  held  at  the  time  appointed,  and  was  a 
memorable  affair.  There  were  a  great  many  young  men 
anxious  to  manage  the  new  institution,  who  divided  into 
two  parties,  denominated  regulars  and  independents.  The 
constitution  provided  that  the  payment  of  one  dollar  initi¬ 
ation  fee,  and  half  a  dollar  more  for  one-quarter  of  a  year 
dues,  constituted  a  member.  There  was  great  activity  on 
both  sides  to  procure  new  members,  favorable  to  their 
respective  nominees,  and  a  considerable  sum  was  received  into 
the  treasury  from  that  source.  Electioneering  was  carried 
on  according  to  the  most  approved  manner  of  experienced 
politicians.  An  election  for  President  of  the  United  States 
did  not  just  then  seem  half  so  important.  Excitement  ran 
very  high,  but  there  was  no  disturbance.  The  result  was  a 
small  majority  for  the  regulars,  with  Mr.  Lewis  Roberts  for 
President.  Mr.  Wallace  was  not  a  candidate  for  a  position 
on  the  Board,  but  by  invitation  he  sat  with  the  Board  on 


occasions. 
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Location. 

As  sopn  as  the  election  was  over,  a  party  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  opposition  to  locating  in  the  Atheneum.  They 
obtained  from  Mr.  A.  A.  Low  an  exceedingly  liberal  offer  to 
erect  on  Montague  street  a  building  adapted  to  their  pur¬ 
pose.  That  offer  would  probably  have  been  accepted,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  Atheneum  was  fitted  up  with  a  library  and 
reading  room  respectable  for  that  day,  and  could  be  occupied 
at  once.  A  lease  was  finally  agreed  upon,  bearing  date 
February  12,  1858,  for  the  whole  second  floor  of  the  Athe¬ 
neum,  with  its  books  and  furniture,  for  five  years,  on  terms 
that  were  equal  to  rent  free  ;  and  the  Atheneum  agreed  to 
add  $800  worth  of  new  books  to  the  Library  annually  during 
that  term.  The  liberality  of  that  lease  was  owing  in  part 
to  skillful  diplomacy,  partly,  perhaps,  to  the  demonstration 
in  favor  of  another  location,  and  largely  to  the  influence  of 
the  public-spirited  President  of  the  Atheneum,  Hon.  J.  S 
T.  Stranahan,  who  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  young 
men  from  beginning  to  end. 

Results  of  the  First  Year. 

The  library  and  reading-rooms  in  the  Atheneum  were  pub¬ 
licly  opened  May  7,  1858,  with  everything  in  a  new  dress. 
The  hall  was  well  filled  by  members  and  their  friends,  and 
there  was  great  rejoicing.  A  separate  reading-room  had 
been  handsomely  furnished  for  ladies,  showing  that  the 
Library  began,  as  it  has  ever  continued,  on  the  principle 
that  good  accommodation  for  ladies  is  the  surest 
road  to  success,  especially  in  Brooklyn.  At  the  close  of 
the  first  year  President  Roberts  reported  :  Cash  receipts 
from  all  sources,  $14,265.07,  of  which  $9,000  had  been 
expended  for  books  and  periodicals.  There  were  11,400 
books  on  the  shelves,  and  a  membership  of  1,511,  of  whom 
100  were  ladies.  Ten  different  gentlemen  had  delivered 
lectures  before  the  Association,  from  which  there  was  a  net 
gain  of  $1,345.64.  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  Rev.  Dr.  E.  H.  Chapin  and  Hon.  George  W. 
Curtis  declined  to  receive  compensation  for  their  lectures, 
and  the  Board  gratefully  voted  them  honorary  memberships. 
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Classes  in  French,  German  and  Spanish  languages  and  in 
book-keeping  were  organized,  and  steps  were  taken  to  make 
the  rooms  head-quarters  for  the  exhibition  of  fine  arts.  Mr. 
Wallace  visited  most  of  the  Brooklyn  studios,  and  secured 
a  meeting  of  artists,  at  which  he  explained  the  proposed 
plan,  and  obtained  their  approval.  In  the  following  year 
the  first  Art  Reception  in  Brooklyn  was  held  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Library,  and  from  that  has  grown  our  Brooklyn  Art 
Association.  This  much  prominence  is  given  to  the  origin 
and  first  year  of  the  Library,  because  it  was  the  foundation 
of  all  that  has  followed  ;  and  because  it  will  aid  to  preserve 
the  memory  of  some  who  were  active  in  building  that 
foundation.  It  would  be  grateful  to  name  them  all,  but 
that  would  exceed  our  limits. 

Five  Years:  1860-1864. 

The  presidency  of  Lebbeus  Chapman,  Jr.,  James  H.  Froth- 
ingham,  James  Thorne  and  Adrian  Van  Sinderen,  respect¬ 
ively,  covers  the  next  five  years  to  March,  1864,  with  moder¬ 
ate  growth.  These  years  embrace  the  depressed  period  at 
the  commencement  of  our  late  war,  and  it  is  a  marvel  that 
the  institution  did  not  go  backward.  That  it  even  survived 
is  evidence  of  the  enterprise  of  the  young  men  and  of  its 
adaptability  to  the  wants  of  the  age.  Among  the  good 
things  accomplished  during  those  five  years  are  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  They  procured  a  charter  from  the  Legislature.  They 
received  their  first  donation  for  a  permanent  book  fund  of 
$5,000  from  Mrs.  Maria  Cary,  of  precious  memory,  who 
showed  her  continued  interest  in  the  Library  by  a  legacy  of 
another  like  sum  twenty  years  later.  They  also  renewed  the 
lease  from  the  Atheneum  for  three  years  more  on  similar 
terms,  except  that  the  Atheneum  was  to  add  only  ,$200 
worth  of  new  books  per  annum  instead  of  $800,  as  before. 
President  Van  Sinderen  reported  at  the  close  of  this  term 
that  all  departments  of  the  Library  had  been  sustained  ;  that 
there  were  17,907  books  on  the  shelves  and  1,727  members 
of  vhom  356  were  ladies.  This  shows  that  the  places  of  the 

young  men  who  had  gone  to  the  war  were  more  .than  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  fair  sex. 
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Mr.  Woodruff’s  Five  Years:  1864-1868. 

Mr.  Franklin  Woodruff  became  president  in  March,  1864, 
and  by  annual  re-elections  held  the  office  until  March,  1869. 
He  was  supported  by  an  able  Board,  and  under  its  adminis¬ 
tration  the  greatest  advance  of  the  Library  was  accomplished. 
The  lots  forming  the  present  site  were  purchased,  the  mon¬ 
ey  was  collected,  the  edifice  we  now  occupy  was  erected  and 
paid  for,  and  $50,000  was  subscribed  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  The  history  of  those  five  years  is  given  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  opening  of  this  building,  and  was  fully  re¬ 
ported  in  the  Brooklyn  daily  papers. 

The  Opening  of  the  New  Library  Building  in  1869. 

From  that  source  we  learn  that  the  opening  occurred  on 
the  1 8th  of  January,  1869,  and  that  the  Library  building 
was  thronged  with  the  best  people  of  Brooklyn,  including  the 
intelligence,  the  wealth,  and  the  loveliness  of  the  city.  Con- 
terno’s  band  furnished  inspiring  music.  Mr.  Franklin  Wood¬ 
ruff,  President,  opened  the  ceremony  in  a  short  address  of 
welcome.  Mr.  James  H.  Frothingham,  chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  made  a  report,  from  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  extracts  :  *‘  In  the  spring  of  1864  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  opened  a  subscription,  and  individual  members  pur¬ 
chased  the  ground  on  which  this  building  now  stands.  They 
sought  and  obtained  the  counsel  of  large  minded  men  out¬ 
side  their  organization,  and  their  own  views  were  thereby 
enlarged.  To  give  clear  direction  to  the  movement  was  left, 
however,  to  the  sagacity  and  munificence  of  one  man,  who, 
coming  forward  unsolicited,  commended  with  enthusiasm 
the  project,  and  offered  to  give  $5,000  on  the  simple  condi¬ 
tion  that  a  building  should  be  erected  worthy  to  be  the  libra¬ 
ry  of  a  great  city,  and  that  it  should  be  finished  without  debt 
or  incumbrance.  This  act  of  Hon.  S.  B.  Chittenden,  which 
I  mention  with  unfeigned  gratitude — and  the  impression  is 
as  vivid  to-day  as  then — inspired  the  work.  Preliminary 
plans  were  obtained  and  the  amount  to  be  raised  was  fixed 
at  $120,000.  It  was  to  be  asked  as  a  gift  to  promote  a  cause 
that  should  be  near  to  the  heart  of  all  good  citizens.  Re¬ 
sponse  was  genuine  and  generous,  the  conditions  were  wise, 
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and  the  cause  was  good.  In  January,  1865,  the  subscription 
reached  $60,000.  Mr.  Woodruff  had  increased  his  gift  to  a 
sum  which  few  young  men  have  ever  at  command  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  benefaction,  and  with  a  depth  of  feeling  and  appre¬ 
ciation  which  we  have  not  forgotten.  Mr.  H.  B.  Claflin  had 
responded  gladly  with  a  like  sum  of  $5,000,  and  by  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February  the  list  was  $80,000.  Then  Mr.  A.  A.  Low 
imparted  new  impetus  to  the  effort  by  his  original  subscrip¬ 
tion  of  $5,000,  and  later,  when  there  seemed  perhaps  a 
pause,  Mr.  Chittenden  again  came  forward  to  double  his 
original  gift,  provided  the  entire  sum  was  secured  before  the 
month  of  June.  The  subscription  reached  $125,600  before 
the  time  named.  (It  sounds  almost  like  romance,  and  those 
who  have  looked  upon  the  duty  of  soliciting  as  unqualified 
drudgery  have  little  idea  of  the  luxury  of  success.)  The 
Legislature  of  the  State  by  a  new  charter  had  created  a  per¬ 
manent  Board  of  Trustees,  with  exclusive  control  of  the  funds 
and  property  of  the  Association.  This  new  body  took  charge 
of  the  collection  and  appropriation  of  the  subscriptions.  The 
procurement  of  plans  and  the  selection  of  an  architect  oc¬ 
cupied  the  summer  of  1865,  and  resulted  in  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Peter  B.  Wight.  At  that  time  began  the  rapid  infla¬ 
tion  of  prices  and  an  enhancement  of  the  cost  of  building, 
which  for  a  long  time  threatened  the  indefinite  postpone¬ 
ment  of  our  building.  It  is  needless  to  record  the  manifold 
expedients  employed  to  overcome  this  embarrassment,  the 
end  of  which  was  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  original 
plans  after  more  than  a  year  of  delay,  and  the  adoption  of 
those  which  have  since  been  executed.  On  the  27th  of  June, 
i867,  ground  was  broken  and  the  work  of  building  fairly 
began.  There  has  been  no  important  delay  in  any  por¬ 
tion  of  the  work  since  then,  and  the  Library  is  but  to-day 
finished.  We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  say,  in  dedicating  this 
building,  that  it  was  absolutely  paid  for.  We  cannot  do  so 
to-night,  but  we  can  and  do  declare  that  the  original  condi¬ 
tion  shall  soon  be  satisfied,  aud  that  the  good  faith  in  which 
we  began  shall  be  maintained.  We  have  expended  $227,000. 
Our  collections  and  available  funds,  including  mortgages  on 
our  office  buildings,  amount  to  $207,000,  leaving  $20,000  still 
to  be  raised.  We  have  done  what  we  could  to  advance  the 
civilization  of  our  age.” 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  report  addresses  were  made  by 
Mr.  A.  A.  Low,  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  Mr.  Samuel  McLean,  Mr.  Abraham  B.  Baylis  and 
Hon.  S.  B.  Chittenden.  Mr.  Chittenden  said:  Why  should 
not  this  pittance  of  $20,000  be  subscribed  here  to-night  ?  Is 
not  the  occasion  worthy  the  effort  ?  Have  not  these  gentle¬ 
men  who  have  carried  the  hat  around  three  years,  and  spent 
their  days  and  nights  in  the  work,  proved  themselves 
worthy  of  your  confidence?  If  the  $20,000  be  subscribed 
within  thirty  days,  I  will  add  $2,500  to  my  original  subscrip¬ 
tion.  One  thing  more  :  I  tell  you  this  work  is  not  more  than 
begun  until  at  least  $50,000  is  pledged  for  new  books.  And 
I  have  one  word  to  say  about  that.  If  that  $50,000  can  be 
pledged  within  sixty  days,  payable  in  quarterly  or  yearly  in¬ 
stallments,  for  the  benefit  of  this  Society,  provided  that  the 
other  proposition  I  made  is  secured,  I  will  pay  $5,000  a  year 
for  four  years,  making  $20,000  toward  the  $50,000,  if  I  live, 
and  if  I  don’t  live,  I  will  bequeath  it  to  my  children  as  a 
family  obligation.  [Tremendous  applause.] 

Before  the  meeting  adjourned  $12,625  was  subscribed 
towards  the  deficiency,  of  which  Mr.  A.  A.  Low  contributed 
the  sum  of  $5,000,  and  several  gentlemen  announced  them¬ 
selves  ready  to  contribute  largely  to  stock  the  Library 
with  books.  President  Woodruff  pledged  himself  to  secure 
the  balance,  and  both  subscriptions  were  completed  before 
the  time  named.  That  act  of  Mr.  Chittenden’s  is  regarded 
the  most  notable  event  in  the  history  of  the  Library. 
When  all  have  done  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  name  any  one 
without  apparent  injustice  to  others,  but  the  men  of  that 
day  will  agree  that  this  work  could  not  have  been  con¬ 
summated  had  it  not  been  for  the  liberality  of  President 
Woodruff,  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Low,  and  Mr.  Chittenden,  and  even 
with  the  stimulus  of  their  liberality  that  it  could  hardly  have 
succeeded  without  the  inspiring  zeal  and  courage  of  Mr. 
Frothingham. 

Fourteen  Years:  1869-1883. 

After  opening  the  Library  there  was  a  period  of  thirteen 
years,  until  1882,  of  good  work  and  steady  growth,  during 
which  Messrs.  John  R.  Kennady,  George  L.  Nichols,  Adrian 
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Van  Sinderen,  William  B.  Kendall,  and  James  H.  Frothing- 
ham,  respectively,  were  presidents.  That  period  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  a  judicious  purchase  of  new  books  with  the 
$50,000  which  had  been  subscribed  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
S.  B.  Noyes,  the  librarian,  was  sent  to  Europe  to  afford  him 
better  opportunity  for  selection,  and  his  purchases  have  re¬ 
ceived  general  commendation.  During  that  term  the  name 
of  the  institution  was  changed  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature 
to  “The  Brooklyn  Library.”  This  is  most  important  in 
many  respects.  It  is  significant  of  the  growth  and  general 
scope  of  the  Library  and  of  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of 
the  whole  community.  That  term  is  also  distinguished  by 
the  completion  of  the  catalogue  compiled  by  our  librarian, 
Mr.  Noyes,  with  some  assistance  from  Mr.  Van  Sinderen. 
A  friend  writes  of  the  catalogue  that  “  it  reflects  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  capacity,  discrimination,  and  untiring  in¬ 
dustry  of  its  author;  and  its  fullness  of  detail,  its  clear  and 
comprehensive  arrangement  and  the  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  requirements  of  such  a  work  evinced  by  its  every 
page  continue  to  call  forth  the  most  flattering  encomiums 
from  critics  qualified  to  estimate  and  appreciate  its  excel¬ 
lence.”  At  the  close  of  this  term  of  thirteen  years,  to  March, 

1882,  President  Frothingham  reported  61,163  books  on 
the  shelves  and  2,770  members.  Under  Mr.  Frothingham’s 
presidency  was  initiated  the  movement  which  was  carried  to 
a  partially  successful  conclusion  in  the  following  year  under 
President  White,  and  which  resulted  in  paying  off  the  in¬ 
debtedness  of  the  Library,  in  substantially  completing  the 
building,  and  in  placing  a  considerable  number  of  books  on 
its  shelves,  although  leaving  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
endowment  fund  for  book  purchases  still  a  question  for  the 
future.  What  was  done,  however,  and  which  will  worthily 
commemorate  the  silver  wedding  anniversary,  was  largely 
due  to  the  liberality  and  influence  of  our  worthy  President, 
who  was  nobly  supported  by  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  other  generous  and 
true  friends  of  the  Library,  and  especially  by  the  untiring 
and  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Frothingham. 

The  First  Annual  Report  of  President  White,  March  29th, 

1883,  shows  74,793  books  in  the  Library  and  3,107  members. 
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It  also  shows  the  circulation  and  the  use  of  books  in  the 
Library  for  reference  to  have  amounted  to  about  150,000 
volumes,  a  result  of  which  we  may  justly  be  proud.  His 
Second  Annual  Report,  to  which  you  have  listened  to-night, 
shows  still  further  progress. 


